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The Hindus call the first group the worshippers of the
absolute (Nirguna upasaka), whether their path be that of
action or knowledge or devotion ; and the second group the
worshippers of the qualified Brahman (Sagtm), among them
some believe in incarnations and the others do not. The
absolute may again be transcendent or immanent or both.
The radical reformers were generally speaking worshippers
of the absolute who was both transcendent and immanent and
as the Muslim Sufis had the same conception of God, the two
came together and saw that there was no essential difference
in their religions.
The second group among the Hindus was that of wor-
shippers of Siva and Visnu, the last in his two manifestations
as Rama or Krisna. They had their counterpart among
orthodox Muslims who regarded God as the Lord and Ruler ;
but it was impossible for these two to make any approach
towards an understanding, because both were entrenched,
behind fixed systems of revealed books, inspired and irrevoc-
able commands, and divinely sanctioned rites and institutions.
To this group mainly belonged the conservatives, the learned
on.both sides, and the priests whose interests were vested in
the maintenance of a particular social and economic order.
But the presence of Islam in India could hardly fail to impress,
even them, and they too showed in certain aspects its influ-
ence. In an earlier chapter it has been shown how Hinduism,
in the south reacted towards Islam, how contact with Islam,
accentuated its monotheism, tended to remove disqualifications,
of caste, strengthened the movement of devotion, introduced
new elements in its doctrines about the teacher, relaxed the
rigours of the cult without entirely abolishing it, and encourag-
ed the use of the popular languages.
In the north the same features appeared. It is hardly-
necessary to enter into a detailed analysis of the literature-
of the two schools, the one regarding Rama as the
supreme deity to be adored and the other, Kri&ia. Ramananda.
and Vallabha were the founders of the two schools in ther